Who are Sandra and Tracey?
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Family history writing



What will you get out of this
presentation?

« Why you should tell a story

 The importance of making it personal and showing why you care
 Research and sources

* Photos

* Collecting information like a writer

« Citing sources

* Writing the story (story, structure, style, sound)



Why you should tell a story

* Your ancestors become real people

* You can point out their achievements and understand their
tragedies

* YOou can preserve stories that might otherwise be lost

* You eliminate confusion and errors that can be repeated



Thomas McHugh




The importance of making it personal
and showing why you care




Who are you writing for?
. .




Sources of Inspiration

Formal Informal
Genealogy Records o | etters
Censuses * Diaries
Travel records * Scrapbooks
Birth, Marriage, Death - Newspaper clippings
Military Records e Heirlooms/Photos

* Mysteries/Myths/Memories



Genealogy Records

I 'A\ ] ‘ ' ARCHIVES FARE N oM
<

I C &

#

T 8AQ
TES | JEUNES, | SQUARE | NUMERIQUE

NOS SERVICES | NOS CONTENUS | UNE VISITE | RECHERCHI

UTILISER [ENPLOR!R PLANIFIER | OUTILS DE |ACTMTE! |SER\0CES ESPAEE LE
E ADAP'

o) s
W) o Bases de données
[ Basescodomies [T
Archives cvies. 0
Chrebies . Archives civiles
S * Tutee e curtele g riion de Monwéal 17911807
Demandes de tere. »
Eiatem +  Cimetiéres
& 1897838 »
A Regste dinbumatin du our Hermon Cemetery 18481904
Notares. .
Pnsons. 2
Recensererts .
aiciares e Beace 1962-194,de Crarevor,1662-1944 e onimagny, 1662152 e Quibec
Tribunaux 2 65-1 e Sant-Francoss (Shesbeooke) 1908
Voir ausel Demandes de terre
Centes de BA0

tedeadaliiitl




censuses

i i

AAAR L N
Erinaad

B

o Tectirls s din

4 M e

N
~ 25

N
0y

-
e
re
£

Ve
72
v
b2
-
/]
/
i
¥
prq

by

N

NANAN

‘uMhumumwwimm
oy

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




Travel Records




Military Records
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Letters

ound: trunk of gold

KAREN SEIDMAMN
THE CAETTE

ike many discoveries, Dorothy Nixon's
was accidental
She wasg dolng some lsundry in the
hasement of her father n-law's house
help him out when she noticed a big Victoricn
Lrumnk thiat had probably been sitting there
foreves

As she gazed into the trunk, which waz
filkedd with hundreds of letters, Nixon wasn't
sure whether she bad chanced npon a dull
chronicle of history or a treasure trove that
wotld halp her veviait a time long passed.

It nurped out to be a wealth of information
and Insight inlo an era about 100 vears ago
and mto her hushand's family

The old great-aunts ker hushand hacl been
foreed to visit, it turned out, wene bright, ac
riculade feminists who worked tohelp sve the
family's home during hurd times. His grand-
father who everyone had dismissed as an old

curmnudeson, left behind romantie love po-

COUN D'CONNGR T2 QaJITTE
Some of the letters Dorathy Mixon discov-
ered can be found on her website,



Diaries
The Lightweight: A cheeky tale about a chance encounter at the Louvre




Newspaper Clippings




Heirlooms
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Photographs

NUTMAN A BANDHAM~MONTREAL




Mysteries, Myths, and Memories
The 3 Ms — every family has them!

TIME W
FLAES, BUT
MEMORIES

LAST

FOREVER




Collecting Information like a writer
(good stories are better with quotes)

Unless you have an ancestor who participated in a
court case or worked as an actor, singer or writer, It
can be difficult to obtain quotes from his or her life.

4 ¢
))



Tips for interviews




Historical Context

1803-1815 - The Napoleonic Wars prevent people
from crossing the Atlantic

The 1820s — Immigrants from Great Britain settle In
Upper Canada

The 1870s — The Canadian prairies see farming
settlements

1885 — The last spike in the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railroad



Timelines

* The events In a timeline establish relationships

* These events situate your ancestor in his or her
soclal context

* |t IS easy to see where there Is missing information

* Research to find missing information will give you a
more complete portrait of your ancestor




Other Sources

gSh arc cOa ch

* Other genealogists  \&(s"s
» Genealogy societies .
* Historical societies
* Genealogy and history blogs
* Online databases

 Maps

CONNE
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GENEALOGICAL

eSOCIETY

* Books, dictionairies, encylopedias

Dictionnawre
géndalogique

- i *11
des famulles

du Québex
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Citing Sources




We will all be ancestors tomorrow

 Label photos
* Attach the providence to artifacts

* Organise and label documents such as
birth and marriage records, curriculum
vitae, etc.

* Keep letters and other writings such as
annual Christmas letters, emails, etc.

e Write short little stories



Writing




Which of these two 28-

word statements seems more
memorable?

My grandmother, Evelyn
Doris Johnston Forrest,
married her husband
Richard Charles Himphen
on January 28, 1942 in
the Baptist Church at the
corner of Weston Road
and Rowntree.

The twenty-year-old bride
and her twenty-one-year-
old soldier groom would
see each other only once
more after their

Baptist wedding

on January 28, 1942.



Four Steps to Profile Your Ancestors
Story

Structure

Sound



What’s your story?



Five story types

Anne-Joseph’s Journey-filled life

A day in the life




Five story types

A day in the life

My own journey

What is your process?

Updated look at Geal

AriafView - Creating nat. x J

updated-look-at-gedr

e C | @ wwwlegalgenealogist.com,

& ® . «w & B © B @ :

Apps W The Thyroid Sacret (% Write Beter Heaalin:  [% PressTnis [l Ariafview < Log in [ Communscto : Autc [ T Cansss Trust § Home page Newslet @ Lufa Farms g &a BibMe: Fast & Easy £ " Otnar boskmarks
Home Blog Lectures AskTLG O
1=
Updated look at GedMatch
" by Judy G. Russell | Mar 26, 2017 | DNA | 11 comments
s .
= Categories
Constitutions
Great DNA utility website Copyright
Even now, five years after The Legol Genealogist was launched and began discussing using DNA for genealogical Court Cases
research, it still is occasionally surprising to find that not everyone is ready, willing and able to test with every DNA DNA
Y company on the planet, or at least in the United States.
o General
= Just because doing a full round of tests with Family Tree DMA, 23andMe, AncestryDMNA, My Heritage DMNA, Legal definitions
LivingDMa, National Geographic's Geno 2.0 project and others will set you back several hundred dollars is no Methodology
reason not to let loose your inner DNA geek, is it? =
My farnily
Oh. Yeah. Right.
eah. Rigl Primary Law
There is that little problem of the mortgage and the kids’ school clothes and that doctor bill and... Records Access
£ sigh... Don't you just hate it when real life interferes with what you want to do? Rescurces
. sSDI
But there is a way to fill in some of the gaps, at least for autosomal DNA tests! Let me introduce you to — or
Statutes

remind yeu about — a wonderful website: GEDmatch.com, with tools for genetic genealogy research that carry a
whopping big price tag of exactly zero. That's not a typo. The site is free, though some tools do carry a price tag
and donations are gratefully accepted. (Note: Anybody who uses the site really should kick in — it isn't cheap to
provide the kind of computing power Gedmatch provides.)

The brainchild of Curtis Regers and John Olson (a distant DNA cousin of mine), Gedmatch offers a range of utilities

Stick

Terms of use

Archives
Archives




Five story types

Jean Ariaille

A day in the life
My own journey

Biography




Five story types

A day in the life
My own journey
Biography

News event

Paul Emile Hurtubise




Five story types

A day in the life
My own journey
Biography

News event

Detective story

Did Louis Riel hide in our family hotel?

THOMSON & WILLIAMS,
UNDERTAKERS
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Four Steps to Profile Your Ancestors

Structure



Structure

*Narrative
*Traditional news style
*Nutgraph style



Narrative Structure

Jack and Jill climbed up the hill
To fetch a pail of water
Jack fell down and broke his crown
And Jill came tumbling after

25 words



Traditional News Structure

Jack fell down and broke his crown
and Jill came tumbling after.
They were climbing up the hill
to fetch a pail of water.

24 words



Nutgraph Structure

Rain, fog and cold permeated the atmosphere the
day Jack and Jill climbed up the hill, like some sort
of premonition.

Sure enough, Jack fell down and broke his crown.
Jill came tumbling after.

No word on what happened to the pail of water
they went to fetch.

48 words



Four Steps to Profile Your Ancestors

Style



Style

*Spelling * Quotations
*Grammar *Dialogue

* Punctuation * Abbreviations
*\Word usage *Sources

e Names and terms
* Numbers



Useful Style Guides

M A N uA L THE CANADIAN PRESS **?
STYLEBOOK

A GUIDE FOR WRITERS AND EDITORS

OF STYLE

17th EDITION

INCLUDES NEW POLICY ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

A CANADIAN BESJaSFE'DILCE R

Revised and Expanded
THE CANADIAN

5

-

-'A Guide to
Writing and Editing




Style

v'Use simple words to describe
complex ideas.




Eliminate:
« qualifiers

* redundancy

« and meaningless adjectives



Style

Ensure every word conveys
meaning.




Style

Use active, precise, dynamic verbs and avoid static ones
like

v-appear-
vbecome-
vseem
vsound
vshow-
vremai-
vwould—



Style

* Avoid all eight forms of “to be”




Four Steps to Profile Your Ancestors

Sound



Sound

Rhythm = beat
Cadence = speed
Tone = mood



Rhythm

If the court cases are to be believed, while Marie Louise
took care of their children, Jean specialized in getting inn guests
drunk so that he could scam them out of land and money.

During the winter of 1749, Coquart inspected farms for the King of
France.

He and my aunt taught us that aging wasn’t to be feared.



Cadence

If the court cases are to be believed, while Marie Louise took
care of their children, Jean specialized in getting inn guests drunk
so that he could scam them out of land and money.

During the winter of 1749, Coquart inspected farms for the King
of France.

He and my aunt taught us that aging wasn’t to be feared.



Tone

If the court cases are to be believed, while Marie Louise took care of

their children, Jean specialized in getting inn guests drunk so that he
could scam them out of land and money.

During the winter of 1749, Coquart inspected farms for the King of
France.

He and my aunt taught us that aging wasn’t to be feared.



Four Steps to Profile Your Ancestors
Story

Structure

Sound



Questions &
comments



HANDOUTS FOR YOU
» 2018 Writing Tips for Writers

By Tracey Arial and Janice Hamilton

* How to start a Writers’ Group
By Dorothy Nixon

 Research sources



Our collaborative blog inspired us to write a book

www.genealogyensemble.com



