
Who are we? 

Tracey Arial Sandra McHugh 



Self-publishing 



What you will get out of this 
presentation 

1. Definition of self-publishing 

2. Choosing a software 

3. Layout 

4. Editing and copy editing 

5. Copyright and ISBN 

6. Printing 

7. Launch 

8. Advertising and publicity 

9. Digital edition 



Our collaborative blog inspired us to write a book 

 
www.genealogyensemble.com 



History of our group 



The way we 
work 

• Write stories of 500 words or less 
• Share our stories with members of 

our group 
• Meet once a month 
• Criticize constructively 
• Publish on our blog 

 



 

The publication  
 

• Our book started from an idea for a project to 
celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary and the 
375th anniversary of Montreal. 

• We decided to self-publish. 

• We controlled and were responsible for 
everything.  

 

 



 

Self-publishing is the publication of media by an author 
without the involvement of an established publisher.   
 
The author is responsible for the entire process, 

including the format, the price, how it will be 

distributed, marketing, and public relations. 

Definition of self-publishing 



How to start 

• We each chose five of our favourite stories 

• We organized them in the five Ws: 
Who 

What 

When 

Where 

Why 

• We added a preamble and introduction, plus a biography of 
each author 

• We chose one photograph to go with each story 



Choosing the software 







Layout 
 



Editing and copy-editing 



Copyright and the ISBN 
 



International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN) 



International Standard Book 
Number (ISBN)  

• Cost in Canada: $0 

• In the U.S. - $125 or 10 for $250, 100 for $575 and 
1,000 for $1,000.  



Final revision 



Last minute hiccups 



Cost sharing 
• Blog 

• Printer 

• Launch location 

• Insurance 

• Flowers 

• Liquor permit 

• Wine 

• Food 



Legal deposit 
Québec 

• The Act respecting Bibliothèque et Archives 
nationales du Québec (BAnQ) requires that 
publishers  deposit, without charge, in two copies, all 
documents published in Quebec, within seven days 
of their publication to the BAnQ.   

• Publishers of digital publications and web sites can 
also voluntarily deposit their material.  



Legal deposit of publications 
Québec 

• http://www.banq.qc.ca/documents/collections/dons_acq
uisitions/DACP-004-09_monographie_pub_en_serie.pdf 
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Legal deposit of publications 
Canada 

Submit the following number of copies for all types of 
published documents (paperback, hardcover, etc.): 

• Two copies of all printed documents (books, series, etc.) 
for which more than a hundred copies have been printed 

• One copy of all printed documents (books, series, etc.) for 
which there are 4 to 99 copies published 

• Two copies of audiobooks  

• One copy of multimedia kits 

 



Legal Deposit Canada 

• https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/legal-
deposit/Documents/14-302A_BIL_SaveEnable_Monograph.pdf: 
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Digital Editions 

Kindle     

 

Ontario Genealogical Society 

PDF Edition 



Digital Distribution  – KDP Select 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/select 

 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/select
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Digital Distribution - Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/ca/fr/p/writinglife 

https://www.kobo.com/ca/fr/p/writinglife


Digital Distribution – Draft to Digital 

https://www.draft2digital.com/ 

https://www.draft2digital.com/


Digital Distribution – Ingram Spark 

https://myaccount.ingramspark.com/ 

https://myaccount.ingramspark.com/


Layout: Digital Editions 

Word     

Scrivener  

Calibre   

Sigl 

Vellum  

Ibooks Author 

Jutoh 



Digital Distribution - Blurb 

https://fr.blurb.ca/company-profile  
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Digital Distribution - Lulu 

http://www.lulu.com/create 

http://www.lulu.com/create


The advantages and 
challenges of working 

together make us practically 
family  



    Gifts of the Journey 
• Belonging to a writing group 

• Enjoying our passion 

• Connecting to our ancestors and appreciating them 

• Providing stories to future generations 

• Having a better understanding of social and historical 
context 

• Discovering family history narratives and genealogy 
blogs 



Reference Documents 

•Self-publishing resources 

•www.genealogyensemble.com  
 

 

 



Thank you! 


